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Mr. Eley pointed out that a medical man, if conscientious
and sincere, was bound to make enemies. The council,
however, as we have said, decided to advertise the post. It

is quite evident that the report of the medical officer is the

eascs bell-i, and an examination of that document makes
matters plain. We see that in the district of Skirbeck many
houses drain into cesspools; others drain into sewers which
open into a stagnant ditch by the roadside. Others, again,
drain into "Bargate drain which has numerous houses on
its banks. We may here explain that I I drain " in the fens
does not generally mean an underground sewage channel,
but a water way cut to drain the fen lands. These
drains naturally have a very sluggish current and the

Bargate drain in question is little better than an open sewer.
Out of 11 cases of typhoid fever which occurred in the
district during the year 1900 seven occurred in Skirbeck, all
of which were in houses along the course of Bargate drain or
in its immediate vicinity. The isolation hospital is also

severely condemned, and with good reason. The building
is an old farm-house ; there are no lavatories, all excreta

having to be carried through the house, and the drainage,
such as it is, is into cesspools in the garden. A new build-

ing is, therefore, recommended. It is quite obvious
from this report that a great part of the Boston rural
district has sanitary arrangements of a most defective
character. Dr. Tuxford has pointed this out ; there-
fore he was, if not actually dismissed, at all events

not allowed to be re-elected without a contest. The
election was held on March 30th and Dr. Tuxford
was re-elected. We are eminently glad to see that the

matter has adjusted itself in this way. As Mr. Brown,
who seconded the motion for advertising the post, remarked
at the meeting on March 16th, " We’ll take and have the
matter brought before the board and then we shall know I
who comes, and then we can elect the right party which we 
believe we have a right to elect." Well, the right party has I
been elected and we congratulate the board. It would have I
been a disgraceful thing had Dr. Tuxford been able to say i
with the masterful Hildebrand, I I I have loved righteousness
and hated iniquity ; therefore I die in exile."

A SOLDIER’S EYES.

SiR FREDERICK MAURICE, the general officer command-
ing the Woolwich District, has called the attention of the
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men serving under
him to a form of blindness which, he says in plain terms,
is a more prolific source of disaster to soldiers than that blind-
ness which the ophthalmic surgeon can treat and of which
the presence can be detected with the result that the person
afflicted with it is at once removed from the service. Sir
Frederick Maurice refers to want of observation of the

common objects of every-day life-a want which affects the
efficiency of the soldier in barracks and which may some

day bring him and his comrades to disaster in the field, and
in his order to the troops under him the general commends
to all ranks the practice of observation at all times and
seasons. With breezy directness and simplicity he gives
instances. Buckets are hanging up all round a room and
the non-commissioned officer in charge at the moment
when they are required has never observed that they
are there, or a military policeman who is asked why
he is allowing soms irregularity replies with evident

candour, "I I beg your pardon, sir, I did not see it." The
unobservant soldier, Sir Frederick Maurice points out, is
not merely useless in the army, but is actually dangerous,
and the general trusts to his officers to practise and
to inculcate the use of faculties which all possess, but
the exercise of which can only be made habitual by
constant and intentional use. We wish Sir Frederick
Maurice well in his efforts. To a great extent the facility

of observation, like other forms of independent thought, is
destroyed by military discipline in our army. In the barrack-
yard a soldier must keep his eyes to the front unless

ordered to direct them elsewhere, and the soldier in garrison
towns performs most of his exercises in the barrack-yard.
As a result, the ease with which soldiers of the mother

country could lose themselves was a constant cause

of comment and ridicule by colonials during the early
part of the present war, while one of the stories published of
De Wet tells how that elusive leader one night led his men
straight through a British camp which barred his way,

answering questions in English, and having no objection
raised to his progress except by an officers’ mess, the members
of which grumbled because their meal was suffering from
the dust raised by the fugitive Boers. Such a story, if

true, affords a good instance of want of observation,
when to observe would have implied an interference by the
observer in that which apparently did not concern him. The
want of observation, however, is not a peculiarity of soldiers,
though military discipline may encourage it rather than
otherwise. It is to be encountered in all ranks of society at
large. The medical man meets with it frequently in his

practice in persons who have failed to notice in those around
them, even in those towards whom they bear some measure of
affection, symptoms which a little mental alertness, coupled
with a little sympathetic interest in the affairs of others,
would at once have shown to them. Children often suffer
thus owing to the want of observation on the part
of their parents. In every-day life, moreover, it is not

considered quite "good form" to be actively observant.
The person who habitually notices to any considerable
extent things which do not strictly concern him is,
if detected, considered an inquisitive and impertinent
person, while children are corrected if their natural
desire to observe becomes obtrusive. Sir Frederick Maurice

appeals to his officers to consider themselves always on
duty in order to acquire and to teach habits which can

only be acquired by those always on duty in respect of
them, and Major-General Baden-Powell in his work on

scouting teaches the same lesson. We have suggested some
of the causes, psychological rather than physical, which
prevent it from being easily learnt and acted upon,
and we commend the study of Sir Frederick Maurice’s
order to others as well as to those to whom it was issued.
The necessity for the constant practice of observation

by all who are entering the medical profession, at every stage
of their training and career, we need not enlarge upon.

THE TEMPERATURE OF WORKSHOPS.

THE Factory and Workshop Act of 1895 orders (Section
32) that in every factory and workshop adequate measures
shall be taken for securing and maintaining a reasonable
temperature in each room in which any person is employed.
A dressmaker was recently summoned under this section and
was proved to have kept a number of young women at
work in a temperature of 50&deg;, 55&deg;, and 51&deg; F., as shown

by the thermometer on three occasions on which the factory
inspector called. The room was a large one, with two

fireplaces-a provision which showed that the original
builder had recognised its requirements ; but some frugal
person had blocked up one of the fireplaces and in the
other only an asbestos stove was used. The magistrate was
satisfied that the Act had been infringed and no doubt he
felt sympathy with young women compelled to do needlework
in such a temperature, for the recent weather has brought
home the discomforts and dangers of cold to most of us.
He, however, thought it only necessary to order that
the room should be brought into conformity with the
Act within six months, subject to a penalty of Pl a

day should his order not be complied with. Why six


